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SIR: 

Submitted herewith is a copy of an Office Action dated 
December 19, 2008 in related application Serial No. 11/134,431, 
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The enclosed IDS Form identifies publications ("Heat 
Treatment of Steel: Basis and Operation Standard," Iron and Steel 
Institute of Japan , Maruzen Co., Ltd., Feb. 20, 1978, p. 110, 
Table 2.38 and Table 2.39, pp. 257-259, Fig. 5.85 (a copy of 



which is enclosed); USP 4,173,501 to Hildebrandt et al . and USP 



7,083,688 to Asano et al . ) which were applied in prior art 
rejections in the enclosed December 19, 2008 Office Action. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to return a copy of 
the enclosed IDS Form with an indication thereon that all the 
cited publications were considered and made of record. 



FRISHAUF, HOLTZ, GOODMAN & CHICK, P.C. 
22 0 FIFTH AVENUE, 16th FLOOR 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001-7708 
Tel. Nos. (212) 319-4900 

(212) 319-4551/Ext . 219 
Fax No. (212) 319-5101 
E-Mail Address: BARTH@FHGC-LAW.COM 
RSB/ddf 

Encs.: (1) Office Action dated December 19, 2008 
in application Serial No. 11/134,431 

(2) IDS Form 

(3) copy of "Heat Treatment of Steel: Basis and Operation 
Standard," Iron and Steel Institute of Japan , Maruzen 
Co., Ltd., Feb. 20, 1978, p. 110, Table 2.38 and 
Table 2.39, pp. 257-259, Fig. 5.85 (and partial 
English-language translation thereof) 



Respectfully submitted, 




RICHARD S. BARTH 
REG. NO. 28,180 



